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Grade General Performance Descriptors 

A The student has an extensive knowledge and understanding of the content and can 
readily apply this knowledge.  In addition, the student has achieved a very high level of 
competence in the processes and skills and can apply these skills to new situations. 
 

B The student has a thorough knowledge and understanding of the content and a high 
level of competence in the processes and skills.  In addition, the student is able to apply 
this knowledge and these skills to most situations. 
 

C The student has a sound knowledge and understanding of the main areas of content 
and has achieved an adequate level of competence in the processes and skills. 
 

D The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of the content and has achieved 
a limited level of competence in the processes and skills. 
 

E The student has an elementary knowledge and understanding in few areas of the 
content and has achieved very limited competence in some of the processes and skills. 
 

 

 
DEVELOPMENT OF OUTCOMES 
The outcomes grid provides an indication of the student’s level of achievement in a range of outcomes for 
each subject.  These Outcomes are based on the Course Performance Descriptors set out by the NSW Board of 
Studies for each subject. 
 

 
PERSONAL PROFILE 
The Personal Profile grid provides a report of the student’s work habits in each class. These are set out in the 
table below: 
 
 

Personal Profile Descriptors 

Brings appropriate equipment and books. 
 

Is cooperative and well-mannered to others. 
 

Completes classwork, homework and assignments on time. 
 

Works independently and follows instructions. 
 

Works cooperatively in a group. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STAGE 5 MANDATORY CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS 
The Board of Studies mandatory curriculum requirements for Stage 5 are listed below.  All time allocations are 
indicative. This is the time expected for a typical student to achieve the objectives and outcomes of the course.  



SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF A COURSE 
To satisfactorily complete a course the student must: 
 

 follow the course developed or endorsed by the Board of Studies: and 

 apply herself with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in the course 
by the school: and 

 achieve some or all of the course outcomes 
 
Students who have not complied with the above requirements cannot be regarded as having satisfactorily 
completed the course and will be awarded an ‘N’ determination. 
 
Parents/Carers will be notified in writing if a student is at risk of not satisfactorily completing a course. 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 

For the satisfactorily completion of a course, the Board of Studies does not mandate attendance requirements.  
As a guide, however, if a student’s attendance falls below 85% of a school’s programmed course lesson time, 
the course criteria may not be met.  In this case students will be warned and parents/carers will be notified in 
writing. 
 
Attendance in relation to the satisfactory completion of a course : where a student’s attendance pattern may 
jeopardise the satisfactory completion of a course(s), the reason for the absence and its likely effect on the 
student’s course progress should be established.  Parents/carers must indicate in writing and provide medical 
evidence if necessary. 
 
Leave may be granted to cover absence from the school’s educational program for short periods, provided 
that the reason for the absence is substantial and that the progress of the student towards course outcomes 
will not be unduly affected. All leave must be applied for with a minimum of 3 weeks’ notice. Approval of leave 
is at the discretion of the Principal. 
 
 

SPECIAL NEEDS 
St Patrick’s College students with special education needs are offered programs of study, which cater 
specifically for their special needs.  These programs include Board Developed and/or Board Endorsed courses 
and/or Generic Life Skills courses.  Board Developed and/or Board Endorsed courses will be recorded on the 
Record of Student Achievement with grades determined by reference to Course Performance Descriptors.  
Students following a special program of study will receive a Profile of Student Achievement. 
 

 
ACCELERATION 
A number of very capable students who apply themselves well may achieve the highest possible grade in any 
subject by the end of Year 9 or earlier.  If this student wishes, she may be ‘accelerated’ in that subject and 
begin Year 11 work in Year 10.  Before a student is accepted as an accelerant she will attend an interview, 
accompanied by her parent/carer(s), with the relevant Subject Coordinator and Principal. 
 
Once accepted as an accelerant a student must demonstrate social maturity and the ability to work 
independently.  It should be noted that students normally accelerate in one subject only. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS & PATTERN OF STUDY IN YEARS 9/10 

 
Students will study the following: 
 

CORE 

 Religious Education 

 English 

 Mathematics 





Religious Education 

I



English 

THE AIM 
The aim of English in Years K–10 is to enable students to understand and use language effectively, appreciate, 
reflect on and enjoy the English language and to make meaning in ways that are imaginative, creative, 
interpretive, critical and powerful. 
 
 

STAGE 5 STATEMENT 
By the end of Stage 5 students respond to and compose a comprehensive range of imaginative, factual and 
critical texts using different modes and technologies. They enjoy, reflect on, 





Mathematics 

INTRODUCTION 
The Mathematics Course is structured into three content strands: Number and Algebra; Measurement and 
Geometry; and Statistics and Probability; and a Working Mathematically strand. The Working Mathematically 
strand overarches all mathematical studies in Stage 5 and aims to develop problem-solving skills, 
understanding and fluency in mathematics, ability to connect mathematical concepts, mathematical 
communication and reasoning. 
 
Each of the three content strands contains the knowledge, skills and understanding for the study of 
Mathematics in the compulsory years of schooling. Within each of these content strands the Mathematics 
course covers a wide range of topics, arranged as sub-strands. 
 
Some of the sub-strands for Stage 5 Mathematics include: 

Area and Surface Area 
Volume 
Data Analysis  
Probability 

Financial Mathematics 
Equations 
Indices 
Functions and Graphs 

Algebraic Techniques 
Circle Geometry 
Trigonometry 
Data Collection and Representation 

 
 

STAGE 5 COURSE OUTLINES 
Three substages, or pathways, are possible in Stage 5 (5.1, 5.2 and 5.3). Students will be guided as to which 
pathway to follow according to the achievement level of outcomes in Stage 4. Students studying some or all of 
the content of Stage 5.2 also study all of the content of Stage 5.1. Similarly, students studying some or all of 
the content of Stage 5.3 also study all of the content of Stage 5.1 and Stage 5.2. 
 
Stage 5.1 is designed to meet the needs of students who are continuing to work towards Stage 4 outcomes 
during Year 9 and Year 10. It is designed to allow students more time to develop and consolidate the 
Mathematical knowledge, skills and concepts in the Stage 4 course.  
 
Stage 5.2 is designed to meet the needs of students who have achieved Stage 4 content by the end of Year 8 or 
early Year 9. This content builds on and includes the content of Stage 5.1. For students intending on studying 
the Stage 6 General Mathematics Course, it is recommended that they experience some of the 5.2 content. 
 
Stage 5.3 is generally designed to meet the needs of those students who have achieved Stage 4 outcomes 
during Year 8. This substage includes study of the content of Stage 5.1 and 5.2. For students intending on 
studying the Stage 6 Mathematics course, it is recommended that they experience some of the Stage 5.3 
content. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will also occur as a regular 



Science 

INTRODUCTION 

Students undertake Stage 5 of the NSW Science Syllabus from the Australian Curriculum in Years 9 and 10. The 
study of Science is inquiry-based, allowing students to find solutions to contemporary science-related 
problems and issues. Through this approach to their learning, students will acquire the knowledge and skills 
needed to have an ongoing understanding of the natural world and an ability to appreciate the contributions 
of science to society. 
 
The Science Syllabus has three groups of distinct but interdependent objectives and outcomes: 

 Values and attitudes 

 Skills 

 Knowledge and Understanding 
 

These span both Years 9 and 10. The Values and Attitudes Objectives and Outcomes, and the Skills Objectives 
and Outcomes are common to both years, but in Year 10, students build on and further develop each.  
 
 

VALUES AND A



H





Aboriginal Studies    Stage 5 (Years 9 & 10) 
 

Aboriginal Studies provides students with the opportunity to gain knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal 
Peoples of Australia, their cultures and lifestyles. It is designed to be inclusive of all students in NSW schools 
and is of value to both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students.  
 
Students are empowered through exploring and celebrating Aboriginal cultural and social heritage and its 
longevity. Students gain understanding of their local/regional community and through the study of Aboriginal 
cultural diversity.  
 
All students are able to develop an appreciation of Aboriginal identity and experiences – an appreciation which 
acknowledges and addresses racism existing in Australian society and promotes inclusiveness. Students have 
the opportunity to develop an appreciation of the unique value of Aboriginal Peoples and their cultures to 
Australian identity. They can also gain knowledge about contemporary issues affecting Aboriginal communities 
across Australia. The study of the local community and other Aboriginal communities is important to 
developing an understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal Peoples and communities. Students develop 
recognition of the fundamental importance of land and spirituality to all Aboriginal Peoples. They also develop 
an understanding of the importance of autonomy and self-determination to the future of both Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people.  

Aboriginal students.  

 

Case Study 
The students complete a case study on a local/regional community focus; it should familiarise students with 
the nature of their local Aboriginal communities. Where possible, community members will be encouraged to 
become involved in its planning and delivery. The study of a contrasting community allows students to develop 





On the Web: 
We are living in a global community where sharing information and working collaboratively are being 



STAGE 5 COURSE OUTLINES



Textiles Technology 
 

INTRODUCTION 



Year 10 Program 
 
Fashion Forecasting: 
From the mass market to specialised niche markets the fashion industry is highly competitive and demanding. 



food ingredients. During practical activities students will have the opportunity to experiment with a range of 
ingredients available in the marketplace developing innovative approaches to Australian Cuisine. 
 
A Fair Share for All: 
Globally and locally not all people have equal access to food and basic living conditions. In this unit students 
examine food equity issues and world distribution patterns. Students identify groups at risk of food inequity 



Creative Arts  

 
 

Dance 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Dance provides a unique way of viewing, exploring and responding to the world.  It is of special educational 
value to an individual’s total development as it offers students new ways of: 

 feeling (kinetic response) 

 listening (rhythmic response) 



COURSE OUTLINES 
In Year 9 Drama students will begin with the rudimentary skills an actor needs to start exploring the craft of 
Drama and Theatre.  Voice work, movement and mime skills will be explored in the development of character 
and role. Improvisation is a key skill in Drama and as such is also an integral part of the course. Script analysis 
and the ability to read and understand a written play text is another area that is covered with some in-depth 
exploration of various dramatic styles. 
 
In Year 10 Drama students will re-visit and expand on vocal, movement and mime skills while also investigating 
the various roles and responsibilities of technical personnel in a theatre company.  Specific concentrated work 
will develop through an exploration of various historical and cultural dramatic styles for example: Shakespeare, 
Japanese Theatre, Brecht etc.  Year 10 will culminate in a full production involving students in the complete 
rehearsal process and the responsibility for performance. 
 

ASSESSMENT 

Drama 



Visual Arts 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Visual Arts is studied across Years 9 and 10 as an elective course of 200 hours.  All students undertaking this 
course would have completed the mandatory hours of Visual Arts in Stage 4 (Years 7 and 8). This elective 
course is designed to extend upon skills already acquired. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
The Elective Visual Arts course includes both Practical and Theoretical components.  While a balance will exist 
between studying and making art the main emphasis will be on creating artworks.  All students are required to 
keep a Visual Arts Process Diary and assessment will take the form of: 
 

 Evaluation of a student’s Visual Arts Process Diary 

 Art works completed 

 Critical and historical studies about artists and artworks in the form of discussions, essays, presentations, 
projects, reviews, assignments and reports. 

 

COURSE OUTLINES 

 
Year 9 Course 
Students undertaking this course may explore the following: 

 Natural and Built Environments 
- Painting the landscape  
- Creating a ceramic vessel inspired by an architectural style/period 

 Extraordinary Ordinary Objects (Still Life) 
- The tradition of Still Life 
- Printmaking 
- Photography and digital media 

 Creatures of Junk  
- Sculpture using found and recycled objects 

 

Year 10 Course 
Students in this course will explore the themes of: 

 Portraiture and The Archibald Prize 
- The role of competitions in the art world 
- History of the Archibald Prize and its many controversies 
- Portrait painting  

 Art on the Frontline 
- Issues and events and their impact on the art world 
- Art and war 
- Mixed media work 
 

Throughout both courses, students will be provided with opportunities to experience a broad range of forms 
which may include drawing, painting, ceramics, printmaking, photography, digital media and sculpture. All 
artmaking activities will be supported by the exploration of the work of specific artists, and movements from a 
variety of historical and cultural contexts.  

Students will develop a deeper knowledge and understanding 







This course promotes the concept of learning through movement. Many aspects of the course can be explored 
through participation in selected movement applications in which students experience, examine, analyse and 
apply new understanding. Students are encouraged to specialise and study areas in depth, to work towards a 
particular performance goal, pursue a formal qualification or examine an issue of interest related to the 
physical, emotional, social, cultural or scientific dimensions of physical activity and sport. 
 
Physical Activity and Sports Studies promotes learning about movement and provides students with 
opportunities to develop their movement skills analyse movement performance and assist the performance of 
others. The acquisition and successful application of movement skills are closely related to enjoyment of 
physical activity and the likelihood of sustaining an active lifestyle. Students will appreciate the traditions and 
special characteristics associated with various physical activities and also the artistic and aesthetic qualities of 
skilled performance and determined effort.  
 
Recreation, physical activity, sport and related health fields provide legitimate career pathways. This course 
provides students with a broad understanding of the multifaceted nature of these fields. It also introduces 
students to valuable and marketable skills in organisation, enterprise, leadership and communication. Students 
with these skills will be positioned to make a strong contribution to their community as physical activity and 
sport provides a major context for both voluntary and paid work across Australia. 
 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY & SPORTS STUDIES  (PASS) 
 

Year 9  Year 10  

Units Units 

1 Fundamentals of Skill Development 



Languages 

ITALIAN  
 

INTRODUCTION 



JAPANESE 

INTRODUCTION 
The study of a second language contributes to the overall education of students, particularly in the areas of 
literacy, communication skills, cross-cultural understanding and general knowledge. It provides a powerful 
environment in which competencies considered essential for the acquisition of higher-order thinking skills are 
fostered; skills such as collecting, analysing and organising information and working independently and 
cooperatively with others. 
 
Japan is a major world power, and is Australia’s largest trading partner. Our government’s current focus on the 



Learning Enhancement 

TUTORIAL SUPPORT ELECTIVE 
 
The aim of the elective would be to foster in students, a positive attitude towards learning, enhance literacy 
and numeracy skills and for students to develop effective and consistent work habits.   
 
The course is designed to provide support to students towards taking increased responsibility for their own 
learning through instruction in the following content areas: 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


